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TRANSITIONS: 19th & EARLY 20th CENTURY FRENCH & ENGLISH TEXTILES 
June 3 - November 16, 1986 


Twenty-five textiles from the Museum’s little-known collection of 19th- 
and early 20th-century works will be on view from June 3 through November 16, 1986. 
The works in Transitions , none of which have been in a special exhibition at the 
Museum before, are superb examples of the evolution of methods and styles as 
artists embraced or rejected the technological advances of the late 18th through 
early 20th centuries. 

Artists intrigued by inventions such as roller printing include the creator 
of the early 19th-century Herons and Flowers , and the Liberty Company artists of 
Tulips (c. 1890), whose organic designs exemplify Art Nouveau. Painter Raoul Dufy 
capitalized on the mechanized Jacquard loom to create the light and color effects 
in Longchamp (1916) and Elephants (1924). Duncan Grant, a member of the Omega 
Workshops organized by Roger Fry, used the new technique of silkscreening on rayon, 
a man-made fabric, in making Daphne and Apollo (1937). 

Among the best-known artists who disdained the industrialization of their 
craft was William Morris; his works in this exhibition include the hand block 
printed Honeysuckle (1876), whose mirror image recalls medieval silks, and the 
handwoven Peacock and Dragon (1878). Phyllis Barron and Dorothy Larcher were co- 
workers who revived Morris’ Arts and Crafts philosophy, using hand-carved blocks 
to print Barron’s Fruit Basket and Larcher ’s Small Feather (both c. 1933). 

The exhibition was organized by Karen Wagner, graduate intern at the Museum, 
under the direction of Anne Wardwell, curator of textiles and Islamic art. 

For additional information, photographs, or color slides, please contact the Public 

Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


